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to its consideration with caution and deli.
beration. He states his cases while the
disease is progressing, the powers as yet
little impaired, and the condition unbroken ;
and to him it does seem we are indebted,
not only for what we know of real utility
and benefit, as regards this particular ope-
ration, but also for opening to us a new era
in the surgery of the abdomen. I am, Sir,
your obedient servant,

JOHN GORHAM.
Tonbridge, Kent, Dec. 9, 1839.

CONTRIBUTIONS

TO THE

PATHOLOGY OF CHILDREN.

BY P. HENNIS GREEN, M.B.

GANGRENE OF THE MOUTH.
LICHEN AGRIUS.&mdash;GANGRENE OF THE MOUTH.&mdash;

CURE.

(Continued from page 409.)
CASE IX.-Francis Louis Janiver, ten

years of age, was admitted into the chronic
wards on the 10th of June, 1833, with lichen
agrius.
On the 29th of December he was brought

down to the acute wards, labouring under
gangrene of the mouth. The left check was
swollen, hard, shining, and of a pale colour;
a gangrenous spot occupied the tissue of the
gums on this side, and a portion of the
mucous membrane of the cheek. The pulse
was small, but not very frequent ; the child
was strong; no diarrhoea.; a quantity of
bloody sputa flowed from the mouth. The

gangrenous parts were touched with the
acid nitrate of mercury, and then with a

strong solution of chloride of lime. The
mouth was frequently washed out with a

mixture of bark and borax.
Jan. 1. The tumefaction of the cheek has

not made any progress; the child merely
complains of a slight degree of uneasiness,
but not of pain. The amygdala on the left
side of the mouth is much swollen. The

gangrenous spots are looking favourably.
2. Left cheek in the same state as yester-

day, although he complains more of pain.
There is now a superficial greyish eschar,
extending along the inner side of the right
cheek, on a level with the teeth, to nearly
the angle of the month; no difficulty in

swallowing; no diarrhoea, or vomiting, or
nausea; skin cold ; pulse 96; respiration
natural; no abnormal sound of the chest or
rale; left tonsil is still swollen.

Continue former remedies. Soup.
4. Left cheek more tumid than the right

one ; but the colour of both is natural ; on
examining the inside of the mouth there are
found some greyish spots mixed with gan-
grenous detritus along the cheeks, and near

the amygdalas ; in the intervals the mucous
membrane is of a deep red colour. Three
molar teeth on the left side are ready to
fall out, and the gums here are converted
into a gangrenous mass. The breath is ex-

tremely foetid. Nevertheless the general
state of the patient is favourable ; he walks
about in the wards ; skin cool; pulse natu-
ral ; no diarrhoea. or vomiting; abdomen
free from pain.

Milk and Soup for diet. Continue
medicines.

5. An oval-shaped eschar, not very deep,
runs along the right cheek, on a level with
the upper alveoli; it is about three-quarters
of an inch in length, and a quarter across.
The other gangrenous points are sepa-
rating. M. Baudelocque recommended the
boy to take as much exercise as he could
in the wards; and ordered that the eschar
be touched frequently with the acid nitrate
of mercury.

7. The oval gangrenous spot on the right
side is now completely destroyed ; the muc-
ous membrane, which it occupied, is very
red and tumefied ; on the left side there is
still a small superficial gangrenous spot
near the angle of the mouth. The breath is
now barely foetid. No heat of skin, or

acceleration of pulse; appetite good ; no
pain in the abdomen ; no diarrhoea.

In a few days this spot also healed under
the use of bark gargles, and the child per-
fectly recovered.

SCARLATINA.-ANASARCA,-GANGRENE OF THE
MOUTH.

CASE. X.-Schiller -, 10 years of age,
admitted on the 23rd of July, 1833. This
child is thin, pale, and sickly-looking ;
eyes and hair dark. He is addicted to the
vice of onanism, and has had diarrhoea for
the last two years. For the last few days
he was lame, and complained of pain in the
left hip; the left leg is evidently longer than
the right one. Has had the scarlatina a
month ago. The stools and urine are passed
involuntarily- As the diarrhoea, for which
he was admitted, continued, he was ordered
subnitrate of bismuth 8 grains, gum-arabic
8 grains.
On the 27th and the 28th the diarrhoea was

unabated, and the stools were passed in-
voluntarily. On the 30th the dose of bis-
muth was augmented to 12 grains.

31. Persistance of the diarrhoea, without
any general symptoms; no fever or accele-
ration of the pulse; no pain in the abdo-
men ; no thirst, nausea, or vomiting.

Bismuth 16 grains.
On the 3rd of August the diarrhoea was

much diminished, and the power of retain-
ing the evacuations recovered. The dose of
subnitrate of bismuth carried to one scru-
ple, acd on the 5th to 30 grains in the day.
The lameness and pain in the hip had now
disappeared.
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9. Has passed only three stools in the 24
hours; they are much less fluid than for-

merly ; no pain in the abdomen ; skin cool;
pulse 72 ; tongue moist and clean ; no

vomiting or nausea ; the child eats with
appetite.
The use of the bismuth was now suspended

for a few days and again resumed. The child
continued for several weeks in the same

state, occasionally better, but again relaps-
ing. About the 9th of September infiltration
of the face first made its appearance, and on
the 13th the abdomen contained a consider-
able quantity of fluid ; the prepuce and
scrotum were now greatly swollen, and the
anasarca had extended to the upper and
lower extremities. The diarrhoea had re-

turned, and the evacuations were again
passed involuntarily ; pulse small, but not
frequent; respiration natural; no fever;
tongue red and moist ; coughs occasionally.
On the right side posteriorly the sound on
percussion is less clear than on the left ; on
the left side purile respiration, without any
rale ; the sounds of the heart normal, with-
out any matity or elevation about the pre-
cordial region. The nitrate of bismuth was
administered in strong doses.
During the next week no remarkable

change took place in the condition of the
patient. Diuretics were given, but without
any sensible effect.
On the 1st of October the effusion of

serous fluid had extended to the chest and
all over the body. A gangrenous spot made
its appearance on the inside of the right
cheek. It continued to extend, though
slowly, and the child sunk at length on the
25th of October. He continued to eat to
the last moment, and the intellectual facul-
ties, also, remained undisturbed to the pe-
riod of death.

Post-mortem Appearances.
Illoitth. The skin which covered the chin

and a portion of the right cheek is of a dark
green colour. The tissue of the gums and i
a great part of the inner wall of the right I
cheek are reduced to a gangrenous, diffluent
pulp. Several of the teeth fallen out ; the
rest moveable.

Chest. No adhesions between the lungs
and thorax ; no tubercles in the pulmonary
tissue, which is everywhere healthy; effu-
sion of serum into both pleural sacs; peri-
cardium also contains a quantity of serum;
heart healthy ; the walls of the right ven-
tricle are, however, very thin ; those of the
left are at least fonr times thicker.

Abdomen. About two quarts of yellow,
clear serum in the abdominal cavity. The
mucous membrane of the stomach is some-
what injected, but firm. The mucous lining
of the small intestines (lower two-thirds) is
softened ; the glandutae segregat&oelig; are here
much enlarged and of a dark colour; the
mucous lining of the large intestines soft-

ened, but without any trace of injection or
ulceration. There are two or three spots
of ecchymosis near the termination of the
colon; no tubercles in the mesenteric glands;
liver healthy; the cellular tissue of the
pelvis and of the intestinal canal throughout
infiltrated with serum.

Kidneys pale; the external surface, instead
of being smooth, is rougose, and containi a
very great number of small granulations.

GANGRENE OF THE MOUTH AFTER
MEASLES.

THE following case has been communicat.
ed to me by my friend Mr. Obr&eacute;, of the
Marylebonne Infirmary :
Mary Ann Flynn, a scrofulous child of

three years of age, has never eaten animal
food, always been delicate (the other children
of the family are also scrofulous, one having
a deformed chest), was attacked on the 25th
of November with febrile symptoms, ac-

companied with cough and sonorous respi.
tation; the conjunctiva vascular and wa.
tery, in fact, all the premonitory symptoms
of measles. She was ordered an emetic of
antimonial and ipecacuanha wine ; after the
sickness had abated, a powder of two grains
of mercury with chalk, and rhubarb.
On the following day the face and neck

were covered with the eruption of measles,
the remainder of the body very hot, a few
spots of the disease to be seen on the chest
and abdomen ; respiration hurried; pulse
120; a mixture of trogacanth and wine of
antimony to be taken every four hours.

28. The entire surface of the body is now
covered with the eruption, those on the face
coalesce.

29. The eruption has almost receded; the
child is laying on her back breathing with
difficulty; the thorax appears to move but
little; respirations 52 in a minute; she is

very uneasy and peevish ; crepitant rate
heard on the posterior surface of the right
lung; there is a dull sound all over that

part of the chest; pulse, 132 ; the bowels
have been moved this morning; calomel
one, and antimonial powder three grains,to
be taken every three hours ; a small blister
to be applied over the centre of the sternum,
and three leeches to the situation of the
inflamed lung.

30. The chest is much improved ; the

crepitus, described yesterday, is succeeded
by mucous rale; the cough is troublesome,
but not so frequent ; the tongue clean and
moist, which should have been stated yes-
terday, was dry; she slept almost all night,
has therefore taken only six of the powders;
the measles have quite disappeared; or-

dered to continue demulcent medicine.
Dec. 2. Nearly convalescent.
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4. The face and eyes appear swelled,
which was supposed to be caused by the
child sleeping near the door. The bowels
being constipated, a powder, containing
two grains of calomel and five of jalap, was
ordered.

5. The lower part of the face more en-
larged ; the integument has a shining and
glazed appearance; the child sleeps much;
bowels opened twice from the powder; the
body is much emaciated. Saline medicine
to be taken occasionally.

6. Has been extremely restless during the
night; rolling the head continually ; the

right cheek very hard ; the mouth can be
opened, and the tongue protruded, which is
furred; the pulse cannot be counted, in

consequence of the uneasiness of the arms,
which are constantly tossed about, and

placed to the face, as if suffering pain ; a
blister to be applied to the posterior part
of the neck. ,

7. There is a large ulcer on the inner sur-
face of the right cheek, from which there is
a most unpleasant odour, as if from a mor-
tified part; the bowels are relaxed ; a gargle
of decoction of bark and albumen to be

syringed into the mouth frequently; three
grains of quinine and two of chalk to be

given every four hours.
8. The gangrene is much increased,, ex-

tending to the gums ; the left side of the
mouth more inflamed ; tongue perfectly na-
tural ; the teeth on the right side of the
lower jaw loose; the mother, on applying
the syringe, pressed out the two lower in-
cisors ; debility appears coming on fast ; a
grain of quinine to be given in port-wine
every hour.

10. The gangrene on the right side much
more extensive ; there is a blue mark, of the
size of a shilling, on the exterior of the
cheek, as if the sphacelus had almost passed
through the integuments ; the child was de-
lirious in the night, and hit her face with
her hands most violently; the evacuations
are passed involuntary; an ounce of honey
to be mixed with 60 drops of muriatic acid,
and applied to the gangrenous surface on
the inner parts of the mouth. Death took
place during the night; the friends would
not permit the body being examined ; but
on introducing the finger into the mouth,
nearly the whole of the right side appeared
destroyed as far as the finger could reach ;
the left was little affected.

IDIOPATHIC GANGRENE
OF THE

MOUTH; DISEASE OF THE MOUTH
FROM

UNFIT OR DEFICIENT FOOD.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR:&mdash;As gangrene of the mouth assumes,

at the present time, a degree of consequence

and interest, superadded to that which its
original horribleness has obtained for it, I
transmit to yon the narrative of two cases of
a different description of that disease from
those related by your contributors in last
week’s LANCET.

Sept. 6, 182S. Mary Parkinson, set. six

years, resides at Paddock; had hooping.
cough for more than three weeks, but she is
now quite cured; about a week since be-
came rather feverish and thirsty, and lost
her appetite; bowels confined; complains
of pain in the bowels and headach ; pulse
100 ; tongue moist, rather white ; was a re-
markably healthy child until the attack of

hooping-cough. Prescribed-compound ja-
lap powder, a scruple night and morning,
and a saline mixture.

10. Continued nearly the same until to-

day, every symptom being nearly as before;
the right side of the mouth and cheek are
rather swollen, and have a slight blush of a
dark red colour; she endeavours to scratch
and pull at these inflamed parts ; no ulcera-
tion, or other disease, or inflammation of the
membrane of the mouth or fauces; pulse
110; tongue moist, and covered with a
white fur; skin nearly the natural warmth,
moist, and soft; urine passed freely ; bowels
freely opened. Prescribed&mdash;fomentation;. _

bread poultice; saline mixture, with mag-nesia and manna, and milk diet.
12. Inflammation of the cheek, and mouth

much extended, and the colour a darker -

red ; a black spot, of the size of a pea, is
apparent upon the external surface of the
right cheek, near to the angle of the mouth ;
pulse 110, small, and rather jerking; lower
gum rather,’ swollen, and a darker colour
than natural, but in other respects the in-
terior of the mouth differs not from its usual
appearance ; tongue dry, and covered with
a thin brown fur; endeavours to scratch
and pull her face and mouth. Hot bread
and milk poultices repeated every two or
three hours; cinchona mixture, with am-
monia ; beef-tea; a little beer or wine fre--
quently.

13. Right cheek all over red ; both hips:-
red and swollen, principally the lower;
black spot, the size of a shilling, extends to
the angle of the mouth ; bowels act freely ;
kidneys secrete a sufficient quantity of

urine; she takes a little beer, and some
bread and milk ; has not been sick, nor
delirious.

15. Slough nearly the size of half-a-crown
piece, extends into the lower lip, and occu-
pies the entire thickness of the cheek; it
feels like a piece of leather ; no discharge ; T
chloride of soda wash, and yeast poultices;,
decoction of cinchona and ammonia, and
whatever food and wine can be taken.

17. Gangrene extends nearly half over-
the lower lip, up the cheek as far as the-
nose and molar bone, and half over the
cheek posteriorly ; the lower gum on the


